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Dear colleagues and friends!

Greetings and a warm welcome to the 6™ issue of our
DESCnet newsletter!

Our project is almost two years old and we have
accomplished much throughout this period. We have
already had two winter schools in Stavropol and
Pyatigorsk, a summer school in Batumi and a young
researchers’ seminarin Graz. Qur consortium is very proud
about the establishment of the Association of European
Studies for the Caucasus (AESC) and our first-ever AESC
Convention which took place at Yeditepe University in
April 2017. The Convention which tackled issue of
Europeanisation, more precisely “Challenges and
Opportunities of Europeanisation in the Caucasus”,
gathered AESC members, DESCnet network
representatives, experts and scholars for a lively debate,
exchange of ideas and discussions.

Now it is the turn of Yerevan State University to organise a
challenging and at the same time stimulating summer
school in Yerevan for July 14-24. Our team at the Centre
for European Studies of Yerevan State University is getting
ready for this second DESCnet Summer School. This is first
international summer school organised by the Centre for
European Studies, and the entire administrative and
academic staff is working hard to accomplish this
endeavour having in mind DESCnet priorities and
objectives as well as the experience from already
accomplished schools.

In brief, the Sumer School on European Integration and
Energy Security will offer a critical analysis of existing
foreign and regional security policies by focusing on EU’s
energy policies and problems of energy security in
conflict-stricken regions, and it will review challenges and
possible developments in relation to the changing geo-
political situation. The region of the South Caucasus is
rather complicated, not only because of its terrain, but
also because of its geo-political environment which
includes closed borders, ‘frozen’ conflicts and a difficult
political and economic situation and conflicting interests
of major players in the region.

Energy security is a vital issue for such land-locked
countries as Armenia, which has two closed borders,
conflict in Nagorno Karabakh and no natural gas or oil
resources. Armenia strove for European integration when
in 2009 it became part of the Eastern partnership (EaP).
The EaP aimed at accelerating political association and
further economic integration between the EU and
interested partner countries.

' See <https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
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The EaP initiative is based on a commitment to the
principles of international law and fundamental
values - democracy, the rule of law, human rights and
fundamental freedoms. It also encompasses support
for a market economy, sustainable development and
good governance.' In 2015, the EU successfully signed
Association Agreements with Ukraine, Moldova and
Georgia, which today effectively transpose an
important part of reforms and move the countries
towards a FEuropean value system. Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Belarus are left behind in this
development. Despite the fact that the EU is the main
trading partner for Armenia, our country which also
negotiated an Association Agreement including a
free-trade deal, in 2013 made a U-turn choosing the
Eurasian Economic Union proposed by Russia over EU
association due to various reasons (security, Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, gas and electricity, etc.).

Despite its decision not to sign the EU Association
Agreement, our country found ways to start a new
dialogue with the EU. As a result, the EU launched a
new round of negotiations with Armenia in December
2015 on a new legally binding agreement "EU-Armenia
Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement” which was initialled in March 2017. 1 hope
that this new agreement will pave the way for political
reforms, enforcement of democratic institutions,
greater mobility with the EU, and open up new
possibilities for research and education in the
frameworks of Horizon and Erasmus+.

The DESCnet project is one those projects, as it helps
to improve European studies teaching in the South
Caucasus through interactive and interdisciplinary
methods. We are very thankful to our colleagues from
University of Tartu, University of Graz and Batumi
Shota Rustaveli State University who will join our
university team this summer to unite our efforts in
enhancing European Studies teaching in Armenia.

Yours sincerely,
]

-
‘-

Vladimir Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science
Associate Professor, Faculty of International Relations,
Deputy Director, Centre for European Studies,
Yerevan State University

homepage/419 /eastern-partnership_en>.
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2 — Upcoming DESCnet
events

Summer School ,European Economic
Integration and Energy Security"
Yerevan (Armenia)
14 - 24 July 2017

DESCnet will hold its fourth seasonal school on
the topic ,European Integration and Energy
Security” (6 ECTS) in Armenia organised by the
Centre for European Studies of Yerevan State
University. The School will serve as a platform to
discuss and elaborate on current challenges in the
areas of European integration and energy security,
which the region faces. The summer school is
open to undergraduate and graduate students
from the region and beyond who are interested in
international relations, European integration,
political science, and energy security. The
language of instruction is English.

The main aim of the school is to debate over
energy security policies within the EU’s Foreign
and Security policy framework and to examine
existing challenges and alternatives in the
Caucasus with a view to existing conflicts, closed
borders, as well as issues of economic
development.

The school programme will offer a critical analysis
of existing foreign and security policy, European
integration policies in the region as well as energy
security in the Caucasus region. Designed as a
student-oriented school, it implies active
involvement of participants. Apart from individual
and group work, school participants will have a
mixture of issue-related lectures, workshops and
debates that will be offered by an international
team of lecturers from Yerevan State University,
Tartu, Graz, and other DESCnet partner
universities. To obtain required credits, students
will be obliged to participate in seminars, group
and project works.

The candidates selected for this School will hail
from Armenia, Georgia, Italy, Russia, Thailand,
Turkey, Ukraine and the United States.

Topics to be covered:

1 Introduction to European integration

1 European integration, economic
integration and energy policies

1 Basics of EU’s Foreign and Security
policy: regional implications

1 Energy security on EUs EFSP agenda

1 Energy, Biopolitics and Governmentality:
Regional implications

1 Europeanisation of Eastern European
Countries: Theoretical and Empirical
Approaches

1 Justice: What is the Right Thing to Do in
Relation to EU Integration?

Teaching Staff

9 Ass. Prof. Dr. Narek Galstyan, PhD in Political
Science, Faculty of International Relations,
Yerevan State University, Armenia

9 Dr. Aram Terzian, PhD in Political Science,
Centre for European Studies, Yerevan State
University, Armenia

9 Dr. Benedikt Harzl, MA, Russian Eastern
European & Eurasian Studies Centre,
Faculty of Law, University of Graz, Austria

9 Dr. Erhard Busek, formerly Vice-Chancellor
of the Republic of Austria

9 Prof. Dr. Hubert Isak, Department of
European Law, University of Graz, Austria

1 Dr. Aiste Mickonyte, BA, LLM, Russian
Eastern European & Eurasian Studies
Centre, Faculty of Law, University of Graz,
Austria

1 Prof. Andrey Makarycheyv, Visiting Professor,
Johan Skytte Institute of Political Studies,
University of Tartu, Estonia

9 Dr. Gvantsa Davitashvili, LLM, Lecturer,
Caucasus School of Law

1 Ms Arevik Anapiosyan, PhD Student, Centre
for European Studies, Yerevan State
University

1 Ms Armine Khachatryan, LLM, Centre for
European Studies, Yerevan State University
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First Annual Convention of the Association of
European Studies for the Caucasus (AESC)
»Challenges and Opportunities for
Europeanisation in the Caucasus"
Yeditepe University (Istanbul, Turkey), 27-28 April
2017
The AESC held its First Annual Convention on 27-28
April 2017 in Istanbul. It featured two academic
workshops and a large variety of exchanges both
among speakers and a great number of students
from Yeditepe University and other Turkish
universities who took an active part in the event.
Following the official opening by by Almula Turedi
from the Ministry of EU Affairs of the Republic of
Turkey, the first workshop took off with the topic
“The Changing Regional Geographies in Europe
and its Eastern Neighbours”. It started with
presentations by Mukhtar Hajizada (Khazar
University, Baku) and Itir Toks6z Bullens who
provided different perspectives on the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation. Armagan Goézkaman
(Beykent University, Istanbul) followed with a talk on
“Turkey and the Union for the Mediterranean”.
In the afternoon papers were devoted to “Turkey's
Black Sea Policy and the EU (Filiz Tutku Aydin of
Social Sciences University of Ankara), “People or
Territories: The Geo-/ Biopolitical Dilemmas for
Georgia and Ukraine (Andrey Makarychev of the
University of Tartu) and “Tatarstan: A Meeting Point
of Russian and Turkic Worlds” by Aleksandra Yatsyk
(Institute of Human Sciences, Vienna).
On the second day, the Convention continued with a
workshop on the topic “Foreign and Security Policy
Implications of Europeanisation in the Caucasus”.
Seyit Ali Avcu (Ankara Yildirim Beyazit University)
gave a presentation on “Securitization of Economic
Integration Decisions: Armenia and the Eurasian
Economic Union”, Gvantsa Davitashvili (Batumi
Shota Rustaveli State University) presented on
“Europeanisation of Georgia: Security Concerns”. In
the second set of speakers, Damla Cihangir (Sabanci
University) presented her talk on the topic
“The ENI in the Caucasus and Co-operation
Opportunities with Turkey” and Seda
Hanegelioglu (Yeditepe University, Istanbul)
concluded “With Turkey against Russia?
European Common Energy Policy”.

3 — Disseminating
DESChnet

The final speaker of the Convention was the
AESC Managing Board Member and Jean
Monnet Professor of European Studies Oliver
Reisner of Ilia State University. His talk was
entitled “The Parliamentary Election in Georgia
2016: A Policy Analysis Perspective” and gave a
keen analysis of some of the paradoxes of
election campaigning in Georgia.

The hallmark of the event: Bringing the
students in

The principal distinguishing feature of the
Convention was the inclusion of the students
into the entire effort. The extension of AESC
membership to undergraduate students who
declare an interest in Europeanisation in the
Caucasus through a decision taken during the
General Assembly meeting is a strong indicator
of the eagerness of the scholars involved to
motivate the younger generations. The election
of Betll Soysal, a double major student in the
Faculty of Law and the Department of Political
Science and International Relations at Yeditepe
University who  has assumed  utmost
responsibility in representing the AESC on
campus, as a member of the AESC Executive
Board can be considered a pre-eminent step in
that direction. A substantial number of students
indeed joined the AESC as members during the
Convention.

Taking the students on board through inviting
their input and participation can hence be
regarded as the most prominent
accomplishment of the  First Annual
Convention. Professors Thomas Kruessmann,
Oliver Reisner, and Mukhtar Hajizada merit
particular appreciation for spending every
minute of their time on the campus with the
students, boosting their confidence and
stimulating their intellectual curiosity. After the
final panel, the students were encouraged by the
AESC Executive

Board members to

express their
expectations of the
AESC.



