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Dear colleagues and friends!

| am honoured to address you in this final Newsletter
that will be published under the DESCnet aegis. As
you know, the Jean Monnet Network DESCnet is
coming to a close, and we look very much forward
to continuing our activities in the framework of the
Association of European Studies for the Caucasus
(AESC). AESC is entirely membership-driven.
Irrespective of university affiliation, ethnical or
political background everybody is welcome to join.
As some of you may know, we have been placing an
emphasis on inviting students and young researchers
to join us, and the scheme whereby membership is
free for all applicants from the wider Caucasus
region is solidly in place.

Just a few months ago, AESC won a Jean Monnet
Support to Associations grant to cover its activities
for 2018 to 2021. With co-financing from the EU, we
are now able to reliably host our next annual
conventions in Odessa (2019), Baku (2020) and
Thilisi (2021). Conference proceedings for the 2018
Tbilisi Convention are under preparation, and the
AESC Working Paper Series will shortly be unveiled.
Last but not least, we are about to launch a project
to develop a new textbook on European integration
in the Caucasus for bachelor students, to be
translated into the Georgian, Armenian and
Azerbaijani languages.

Together, let us become a reliable partner in the
transformations that are under way. Sometimes
painfully slow, sometimes overwhelming in
geopolitical proportions, the future of the wider
Caucasus (including Turkey and Russia) is taking
shape now. For a scholarly association it is perhaps
more important than ever to look three-ways: follow
the changing tides within the EU itself, become an
active player in the cooperation schemes that the EU
is proposing for its neighbourhood, but be also
vigilant in the internal transformations of the
countries as well.

| hope that AESC will enjoy the continued support
from the universities which are now partners of the
DESCnet consortium, and that new universities will
come forward to co-sponsor AESC activities. Finally,
let me use this opportunity to thank my outstanding
colleagues in the AESC management board.

1 — Editorial

Despite their full agendas, heavy teaching loads
and pressing publication deadlines, they have
found the time to dedicate themselves to
advancing European Studies in our region. Please
spread the word and become active in the many
collaboration opportunities that we hope to offer
to our members.

As for DESCnet, when the idea of preparing a Jean
Monnet Network application was taking shape in
2014, the University of Graz' Russian East
European & Eurasian Studies Centre was taking
the lead. Based on a series of winter schools on
European law in the North Caucasus with North
Caucasus Federal University in Stavropol and
summer schools on European Law in the South
Caucasus with Batumi Shota Rustaveli State
University, we managed to create a larger whole.
When the University of Tartu took over and
finalized the application, we were probably the
only consortium to cover ALL countries of the
region. This legacy will help us, no doubt, in
promoting AESC further.

Finally, a heart-felt thank you to all collaborators
and colleagues in the region who | had the
privilege to meet and work with. The DESCnet
Newsletter closes. See you all at the AESC
Newsletter soon!

Thomas Kruessmann
Johan Skytte Institute
of Political Studies
University of Tartu
and
Senior
Fellow
Global Europe Centre
University of Kent

Research
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2 — Upcoming DESCnet
events

Panel discussion

“Georgia In Europe, Europe In Georgia”
Thilisi (Georgia)
24 October 2018

On October 24, 2018 the Ilia State University
and the University of Tartu convene a
discussion session “Georgia in Europe,
Europe in Georgia” in the framework of the
Jean Monnet Network "Developing European
Studies in the Caucasus”.

The event is based on two recent publication
projects - a special issue of the journal
"Region: Regional Studies of Russia, Eastern
Europe and Central Asia” (Slavica Publishers,
Indiana University, US) and the forthcoming
Yearbook of Association of European Studies
in the Caucasus (ibidem Verlag, Germany).
The discussion will be focused on the various
dimensions of Georgia’s communication and
interaction with the EU and its member states
in a situation of the ongoing conflict with
Russia, and different ways of using European
experiences for the sake of domestic reforms.

Moderator and chair:
(University of Tartu)
Panelists and authors: Mikheil Shavtvaladze
(Javakhishvili ~ State  University), Olga
Dorokhina (Caucasus International
University), Givi Gigitashvili (International
Development Division, Warsaw), Andrey
Makarychev (University of Tartu).
Discussant:  Oliver  Reisner (llia
University)

Olga Bogdanova

State

Location: Ligamus Book store, llia State
University, Chavchavadze av. 32
Time: 24 October at 15:00

Final DESCnet consortium meeting
Dedoplistsqaro (Georgia)
25-26 October 2018

The final meeting is not only a concluding
event of the project and the last consortium
meeting, but also a brainstorming seminar to
ensure sustainability of the project and AESC.
DESCnet consortium partners will come
together to draw up ideas for future
cooperation, report the results and visibility
of the network.

After that there will be no more DESCnet
events coming up, as the project will be
ending by 31 October 2018.
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Summer School "Modern Integration
Processes: European Integration and the
Rivalry between Regional Integration
Systems in the South Caucasus”
Yeditepe University, Istanbul (Turkey), 9 - 13
July 2018

This summer, the DESCnet Summer School hosted
by Yeditepe University (YU) in Istanbul brought
together about 20 participants from different
countries. The participants of the School had a
chance to experience the vibrant culture of Istanbul
while exploring modern integration theories and
processes in the context of the South Caucasus.

The Summer School enriched the students with
comprehensive knowledge on the key challenges for
regional co-operation in the Caucasus in the context
of comparative regionalism. The students had an
opportunity to meet recognised local experts from
the South Caucasus area, and to receive lectures
from the prominent academics and well-established
practitioners.

The programme covered such topics as integration
theories, regional identities and foreign policy of the
three South Caucasus countries, so-called frozen
conflicts in the South Caucasus and cross-border
co-operation. Another aspect covered in the
programme was the South Caucasus countries and
the EU’s policy towards them, the Eurasian Union,
Russia and Turkey's policies towards South
Caucasus, as well as the global future of the South
Caucasus.

3 — Disseminating
DESChnet

The school’s academic programme was a joint
effort of Yeditepe University with the DESCnet
consortium universities who were represented by
their teaching staff. The school started on 9 July
with a welcome session led by the Rector and the
Dean of YU, followed with an introduction by the
Head of Department and the Academic
Coordinator of the school. The students had an
opportunity to put their knowledge into practice
by taking part into several study trips, including to
the Permanent International Secretariat of the
Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC) and the International
Secretariat if the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC).

The students were generally very satisfied with the
programme, as their expectations from the
academic and cultural programme have been
totally or mostly fulfilled. The organisational part
of the school, including all logistical aspects and
organisers’ attitude and communication with
participants, have been praised by the
participants. One of the highlights of the
programme was the boat tour around Istanbul
where students could informally engage with the
lecturers and organisers, and to learn from their
peers outside the classroom, while exploring
Istanbul’s cultural landscape.



